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districts under superintendents and other officials
framed labor laws, cooperated with benevolent so-
cieties which gave schooling and medical care to
the blacks, and developed systems of government
for them.

The United States Treasury Department, at-
tempting to execute the confiscation laws for the
benefit of the Treasury, appears now and then us
an employer of negro labor on abandoned plan-
tations. Either alone or in cooperation with the
army and charitable associations, it even supervised
negro colonies, and sometimes it assumed practi-
cally complete control of the economic welfare
of the negro. This Department introduced in
1864 an elaborate lessee and trade system. The
negro was regarded as "the ward of the nation/'
but he was told impressively that" labor is a public
duty and idleness and vagrancy u crime." All
wanted him to work: the Treasury wanted cottor
and other crops to sell; the lessees and speculators
wanted to make fortunes by his labor; and the
army wanted to be free from the burden of the
idle blacks. In spite of all these ministrations
the negroes suffered much from harsh treatment,
neglect, and unsanitary conditions.

During 1863 and 1864 several influences were